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Pre-requisites: 
EB12, EA12

Theory:
Theory Manual chapters 2.10 and 2.11

Learning objectives
The test subject’s contribution is just as important for achieving accurate measurement results as is the correct operation or calibration of the audiometer! It is most important, therefore, that you instruct your test subjects in their tasks before you start the actual audiometry. 
It is very important for audiometry to know all the available information about the test subject (previous audiograms, case history,...). 
In this exercise you will learn how to:

· get to know the test subject’s medical history, 
· use otoscopy to examine the test subject’s tympanic membrane and ear canal, 
· ask the test subject about their subjective hearing ability, 
· conduct tuning-fork tests.

Learning task
As preparation for this task, read the chapters 2.10 and 2.11 in the Theory Manual.

It is not the aim of this exercise for you to create an audiogram. That will come later. All you are asked to do is to deal with the functions for interacting with your test subject. 

Getting to know the test subject’s medical history 
Ask about the test subject’s medical history by clicking on the test subject and selecting the medical history icon [image: image1.png]


  or simply by pressing the <K> key on the audiometer. The medical history can often give you important indications for the audiometric testing. 
Otoscopy
You can conduct otoscopy by clicking on the otoscopy symbol  [image: image2.png]


 or pressing the <O> key, which will cause the otoscopy images to be displayed. In specific exercises you will also be shown an expert’s explanation of the images. This will help you develop a routine in analyzing such images. In higher-level exercises, the learners must interpret these images themselves. 
Subjective hearing ability
Ask your test subject about their subjective hearing ability, i.e. which ear they think has the better hearing. You can do this by clicking the [image: image3.png]g"y




 icon or pressing the <H> key. This information is important for you to decide with which ear to start measuring.
Tuning-fork tests
Before you can start the actual audiometry, you will need to conduct a tuning-fork test, depending on the actual measuring method used. You will find precise information on tuning-fork tests in chapter 3 of the Theory Manual. 
The Weber Test and the Rinne Test are conducted in Otis by selecting the corresponding icons in the test subject interaction field or by pressing the <W> or <V> keys.

Induction
This task should be an easy one for you, after reading in the Theory Manual what is required of you when dealing with test subjects. 
In your own words, explain to a 75-year old woman what she should do during the audiometry test: 
	

	

	

	


Notes
The value of practical everyday experience 
This exercise is designed as an aid to learning the basics of how to deal with test subjects. However, each test subject is an individual and behaves differently when their hearing is being tested, so that no simulation program can reproduce every aspect of test subjects’ responses to the testing situation. The audiometrist can only acquire this knowledge through working with test subjects on a day to day basis. 
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